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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. qldwater Membership

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In March many of our members amalgamated reducing the total number of qldwater members. Our membership fees for next financial year have been modified to align with the new charges agreed by Councils through LGAQ. Further information on this issue will be circulated next month along with our report on recent and upcoming activities of qldwater  provided in the form of a Council agenda item for ease of reporting. 

Amalgamations have meant that the small number of Councils that were not current members of qldwater have mostly joined with existing members leaving only three non-indigenous Councils (namely Carpentaria, Mornington and Redland) as non-members. However, given the recent disruptions to Councils and the Water Industry, all councils will be treated as members of for the final three months of this financial year and all will receive all information manuals and reports published and access to the members-only website. If you do not have a password, please email “send password” to enquiry@qldwater.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Fluoridation Update

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The State’s fluoridation program is progressing rapidly and many members will have been contacted by the Sunwater/LGIS alliance who are undertaking the initial assessment and survey of Councils. As mentioned in previous e-Flashes, this survey is the key information through which the State will determine the type of infrastructure that they will recommend for each installation. NOTE, the State do not intend to specify what type of equipment a council must choose when installing a fluoridation system, rather, they will make a recommendation about appropriate choices. Importantly, the amount of funding available through the refund program will be equivalent to the cost of the recommended system and no more, regardless of what equipment a Council chooses to install. For these reasons, it is essential that Councils cooperate fully in the survey process to provide the State with a real assessment of the needs of their communities.

There has been some confusion around the fluoridation program in the past few weeks and it is important to remember:

· fluoridation funded by the State will be only for water supplies that service more than 1000 people,

· councils will choose their own equipment and provider but the State will set up a panel of providers to ensure a fair price for all Councils,

· the program will refund costs for installation of fluoridation but not for other upgrades,

· if Councils are undertaking upgrades to treatment systems currently, you should make immediate contact with QHealth to discuss how fluoridation might be incorporated with the current work to save undertaking two capital upgrades,

· be wary if you are making a decision among the three available types of fluoridation methods (namely Hexafluorosilicic acid, Sodium Fluorosilicate and Sodium Fluoride). There are many different (and sometimes biased) opinions on which is best and qldwater will soon circulate a Factsheet suggesting which method is best under different circumstances. However, if in doubt, sodium fluorosilicate is the best all-round performer and would be the best choice for the majority of member’s requirements regardless of size.

If you have questions about these issues or fluoridation in general, there are a number of avenues to gain further information or comment or provide feedback on the rollout (see contact details below).

1. Further general information is available from the Queensland Health website or by contacting their information service.

2. Further technical information is available on the members-only section of the qldwater website, under the water issues tab in the main menu  (don’t forget to login or email ‘send password’ to enquiry@qldwater.com.au if you need a new password),

3. If you wish a technical matter raised through the State committee that is managing the roll out you could contact Q-Health (who chair the group) or qldwater which represents Local Government water industry interests on the committee.

4. If you have a technical issue that has state-wide relevance, this should be raised through the Industry Fluoridation Committee. This group is made up of Council experts from around the state and was created by qldwater to provide technical industry input and scrutiny of the State’s roll-out.

5. If you have a high-level Policy issue, LGAQ is represented on all three levels of the State’s fluoridation committees. 

As always, if you have any general questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact Rob or Heather at qldwater on 3252 4701.

Fluoridation Contacts

· QHealth general contact fluoride@health.qld.gov.au or phone 3225 2194

· qldwater industry committee – Call Rob Fearon on 3252 4701 or rfearon@qldwater.com.au
· Queensland Fluoridation Program Manager – Lynne Dixon, phone 3836 0174

· LGAQ Manager Infrastructure, Mark Piorkowski (3000 2226) or Environment and Health Policy Advisor, Christine Blanchard (3000 2222).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Office of the Water Supply Regulator Update

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As reported in our last e-Flash a regulatory entity has been created called ‘The Office of the Water Supply Regulator’. The Office will initially focus on the roll-out and implementation of the regulatory approach for mandatory Drinking Water Quality Standards and the Recycled Water Legislative framework. This will be managed under a new Act created via the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Bill and is planned to commence 1 July this year. 
NRW has been undertaking targeted consultation and has briefed qldwater and LGAQ on the details of the new Bill. Broader consultation with councils is not being offered and the following update is based on the available information but is subject to change before the bill is passed. 

The Act will subsume existing provisions of the Water Act 2000 including those dealing with dam safety and regulation of Water Service Providers (e.g. SAMP, CSS, DMP, SLMP), and will create new provisions for drinking water quality and recycled water. Among other things, the new provisions will require mandatory monitoring of specified drinking water quality parameters, and the creation of an annual reporting against Drinking Water Quality Management Plans (DWQMP), and Recycled Water Management Plans (RWMP). 

Some of the key points about the new legislation are:

· NRW and QHealth are working cooperatively to develop the drinking water regulatory framework,

· the bill is planned to commence 1 July 2008,

· the two new plans will require annual reporting, regular review and auditing, and
· there will be offence penalties for not complying with the new regulations;
DRINKING WATER FRAMEWORK

· initially (from January 2008) only two indicators will be need to be monitored (namely turbidity, and concentrations of E. coli,), but there will also be a requirement that drinking water is ‘safe’. This latter requirement will introduce further parameters that will vary from system to system depending on local risk factors (e.g. presence of pesticides, metals), 

· from 2009 all Councils will have to develop a DWQMP that reports on risk of a range of potential parameters, thus requiring extensive background monitoring of all water supplies,

· timeframes for an approved DWQMP are 2 years for the SEQ Distribution Corporation, 3 years for other large WSPs, 4 for medium and 5 for small,

· there will be no exemptions;

RECYCLED WATER FRAMEWORK

· applies to water from three prescribed sources if they are intended for further use, namely,
· sewage,
· greywater (only if > 50 kL per day), 
· other wastewater (only if supplied to a third party, not if reused on-site),
· RWMPs will be assessed against new QHealth or NRW “water quality criteria” for public health,
· certain schemes are declared to be ‘critical’, namely those for augmenting drinking water supplies, dual reticulation (of > 500 kL/day) and power station supply ( > 5 ML/day),
· critical schemes will have additional reporting requirements and there will be ‘step-in’ powers for the regulator if there is non-compliance, 
· exemptions will be available for non-critical schemes if they can be shown to have no adverse impact on public health,

· implementation is staged except for new and existing supplies for augmenting drinking water (i.e. SEQ Councils), and large greywater reuse schemes which will require an RWMP before supplying water,

· dual reticulation schemes and those supplying water for ‘minimally processed food crops’ will require an RWMP:

· by July 2009 - if they are existing schemes or new schemes that commence before July 2009, or

· before supplying water – if they are new schemes for new schemes commencing after July 2009.

· all other existing schemes have 5 years to develop an RWMP or seek and exemption,

· all other new schemes must have an RWMP within 12 months of commencing.

Note too that all deadlines can be shortened at the regulators discretion and this is likely to occur if initial surveys indicate potentially ‘unsafe’ concentrations of pathogens or toxicants. NR&W have noted their intention to develop a state-wide Water Quality Improvement Strategy by early 2010 that will seek to assist WSPs to meet the requirements of the new legislation.

What should Councils Do?

1. Maintain a watching brief over the next six months. Councils will be updated as the development of the legislation progresses and advised on any opportunities provided by the Government for consultation. 

2. Councils will be given the opportunity to participate in the development of regulatory guidelines that will determine how the legislation will be effected, during May-June this year. 

3. For drinking water, NRW will be initiating extensive consultation after July this year including an assessment of treatment systems, capacity and current monitoring. It is recommended that Councils provide as much accurate information as possible during this period as it is this phase that will determine how much assistance WSPs will receive in future. 
4. If you are upgrading treatment infrastructure or capacity, consider the additional requirements that may be in place from 2009. This is particularly important in the consideration of fluoridation infrastructure. There are potential economies to be achieved through combining any existing upgrades plans, those required for fluoridation and those that may be necessary as a result of this new legislation. 
5. If you are considering new water recycling opportunities, be sure to contact NRW to discuss potential new requirements under the proposed legislation.

6. Councils should also start reviewing their water quality monitoring programs and methodologies. 
If you require further information, feel free to ring Rob Fearon at qldwater (3252 4701), Mark Piorkowski at LGAQ (3000 2226) or contact NRW about the new legislation for drinking water and recycled water (phone 3405 3535 or email WaterRecycling.Enquiries@nrw.qld.gov.au).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. qldwater Member Update Request

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In order to ensure continuity of communications with all our members, qldwater sent out Member Update Request forms early this month.  With amalgamations and staff changes taking place we appreciate the large number of responses already received.  If you haven’t already completed and returned the form to us, it would be appreciated if you could do so as soon as possible so our records can be updated with new contact details.

The form is also available for download from our website or download here.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
